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When the drums began to beat, 
when the dancers began to whirl, 
everyone in the pews sat up and 
took notice. This was not your usual 
liturgical music.

They were the Tonantzin Dance 
Co., here for the Lady of Guadalupe 
celebration last year, and they’ll be 
back to Corpus Christi this year for 
the festivities on Sunday, Dec. 11, 
hosted by the Door County Hispanic 
Community.

The celebration is about faith first, 
and also about culture. It remembers 
the appearance of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe to the Mexican peasant 
Juan Diego in 1531. The tilma with 
the miraculous image of the Lady is 
still enshrined at the Basilica of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City.

Here, the day will begin with the 
rosary at noon, a street procession at 
12:30, and Mass at 1:30 with a 
Hispanic children’s choir. It will all 
be followed by an authentic 
Mexican meal in the social hall to 
which everyone is invited. Those 
who attended last year can attest that  
the food will be delicious!

On his recent pilgrimage to 
Mexico, Fr. Carl was able to visit 
the spot where Mary appeared, and 
to see the tilma, or cape, that still 
exists despite its being made of 
cheap cactus cloth. It was an 
unforgettable experience, he said.

“It was very moving to me to see 
the deep faith of the Hispanic 
people. That basilica is filled with 
people at the hourly Masses.”

He said the people are also very 
respectful of priests, greeting them 
in passing, showing signs of respect 
to any they meet.

“At the airport, a man in a van 
called me over when he saw I was a 
priest, and asked me to bless their 
vehicle for their travels,” he said.

He also had a chance to see the 
same kind of Aztec dancers as the 
ones who will be here.

“They were so much the same, it’s 
obvious that the dancers we have 
here are very authentic,” he said. 
They are 
headquartered in 
Green Bay.

The trip gave 
Fr. Carl a deeper 
meaning to the 
Guadalupe 
celebration here, 
and reconfirmed 
his belief that 
“we are very 
blessed to have 
the Hispanic 
people in our 
community.”

The 
celebration is 
returning to 

Corpus Christi this year, Fr. Carl 
said, because the Hispanics loved 
our facilities and hospitality.

The entire story of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is quite dramatic and 
filled with meaning. It generated the 
conversion to Catholicism of the 
people of Mexico and Central 
America. To read more about it, 
check out this online site: http://
www.maryourmother.net/
Guadalupe.html

The feast of St. Juan Diego is 
Dec. 9, and the actual feast day of 
Our Lady is Dec. 12, but mark your 
calendars for our Corpus Christi 
celebration on the 11th and come 
join us!

Lady of Guadalupe celebration returns

Our Lady of Guadalupe shrine, and an Aztec dance, from last yearʼs 
celebration here at Corpus Christi.
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Parish Council Notes

During the recent convocation meeting in 
Green Bay, Bishop Ricken challenged us to 
embrace the term “outward evangelization” and 
work toward bringing our message of 
Christianity to the community and beyond. We 
are to go out and proclaim the good news of a 
vibrant ministry here at Corpus Christi Parish!

In 2017, your Pastoral Council will accept that 
challenge as we work within our community to 
bring the message of hope and salvation to all 

who seek Jesus Christ. Our efforts will focus on 
events that will bring people together who are 
interested in learning more about our church, 
school, and faith.

It is most appropriate that during the Advent 
season we proclaim that our savior is born for 
all the world to embrace. That message needs 
to resonate throughout 2017 as we plan our 
efforts to begin our outward evangelization. 
Spreading the good news of Jesus Christ is not 
only a Christmas tradition, but must continue 
throughout the year by engaging, inviting, and 
providing opportunities for those yet to hear 
God’s call. 

May you enjoy a blessed Christmas with 
family and friends. 

See you at Mass.

Bill Sauvé
Pastoral council president

Georgetown’s Center for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate (CARA) presents some alarming statistics:

• Catholic families are not likely to pray together as a 
family, not even before meals or at bedtime.

• While 71 percent of Catholic parents agree that prayer 
is critical to faith life, only about 36 percent pray at least 
once a day.

• Among those parents who pray, more than three out of 
four prefer to pray privately, not together with their 
children.

Hopefully, statistics here at Corpus Christi are better 
than those. Want to improve them, as well as your own 
and your family’s spiritual life? 

• Begin doing grace before meals, at home or out in 
public. 

• At each family meal, encourage each member to 
mention what they’re grateful for that day. 

• On your way to an appointment or shopping with your 
children, stop at church for “a visit” with Jesus in the 
Eucharist.

• Bless your children with the sign of the cross on their 
foreheads as they head out the door for school or other 
activities.

• Mom and Dad, 
join hands and pray 
an Our Father 
together for your 
family. Tell your 
kids you pray for 
them each day.

• Make use of the 
prayer and 
reflection garden 
during the summer 
months, and the 
Ignatius Room at 
other times of the 
year. Keep and use 
those prayer books 
sent by missions.

Letʼs beat the statistics

Meet your council
Name: Tim Wick
Age: 65
Employer: Retired; part 
time, Simon Creek Winery
Council Position: Liaison 
to Men’s Ministry
Contact: 
timjohnwick@gmail.com

mailto:bmarie@alumni.nmu.edu
mailto:bmarie@alumni.nmu.edu
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Connecting with CC Life
What’s new?

• At the annul meeting, Fr. Carl talked about the desire to 
have one of next year’s newly ordained priests 
assigned here as an associate. Not only would he 
be able to help Fr. Carl in his two-parish ministry, 
but also in this one assignment he would gain 
experience with a country parish (Holy Name of 
Mary), a city parish, a Catholic school and 
Hispanic ministry. Fr. Carl said the finance 
council is looking at the cost, and if approved, the 
proposal will be made to the diocese by January 
and hopefully the associate would be in place by 

July.
• New directional signs have been 

installed through the campus, letting people 
know where to park for which building, and 
how to find their way to the school entrance, 
the prayer garden and the parish office. It’s 
part of making Corpus Christi a hospitable 
parish, not only for parishioners, but also for 
visitors.

• The booster heater in the kitchen will be replaced, and 
was to have been installed before Thanksgiving. A new griddle 
will also be purchased. The old one was 55 years old!

• At the annual meeting, someone asked about updating the 
bathrooms off the social hall, and was told it’s part of the 
parish’s five-year plan.

• We may be seeing a bit more of Dcn. 
Mark Hibbs of Holy Name of Mary. He 
is retiring from his “day job” and would 
like to help out at both parishes. Most of 
us have already heard him preach a few 
times at Corpus Christi. He expressed an 
interest in training lectors, extraordinary 
ministers of the Eucharist and other lay 
ministries.

• The date for confirmation has been set for Jan. 7 at the 
4:30 Mass here at Corpus Christi. Do include the candidates in 
your daily prayers.

• St. John Bosco School started the year with 127 
students. Spanish is now being offered, and Fr. Carl said those 
students who take it each year will be able to test out of 2nd-
year-Spanish when they reach high school.

• The Fr. Tony Birdsall 
Prayer & Reflection Garden was 
officially closed on Oct. 15 at the 
recommendation of Briggsville 
Gardens, who oversee the site. The 
date was an experiment; the 
garden may stay open a bit later 

next year. Fr. Carl said brochures about the garden will be 
placed at the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help in Champion to 
encourage others to visit.

• The Fall Harvest Festival & 
Bazaar brought in $10,000 to the 
parish, and was able to award 
roughly $2,000 to each of the five 
50/50 raffle winners. Over 200 
meals were served at the dinner.

Jim Whitmore came on board in September to help Clay 
Recupero with janitorial and 
maintenance duties. He, his wife 
and three children moved to 
Sturgeon Bay from Milwaukee 10 
years ago.

Jim said he can do “all kinds of 
things,” and has extensive 
background in automative repair. 
But he also did maintenance at a 
resort. Here, he works 10:30 a.m. - 
7 p.m., four hours in the church 
and four hours at the school.

“I love the hours,” he said. “I’m 
not an early-morning person, so 
this works out perfectly.”

Welcome to the staff, Jim!

In August, Jill Kolodziej joined the staff as part-time 
assistant to youth minister 
Sarah Gavin, spending about 15 
hours a week doing admin 
work.

Jill comes with some good 
experience, since she spends 25 
hours a week with the Board of 
World Missions connecting 
adults 18 and older to mission 
work around the world. More 
recently, she has become a 
volunteer with the Life Teen 
core group on Sundays, after 
being invited to “come and 
see.” She came, she saw, and she stayed.

Jill and husband John have lived in Sturgeon Bay for 25 
years, and have three daughters and six grandchildren.

Good to have you with us, Jill!

New faces on staff
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The days are short, everyone 
huddles in the house, and “cabin 
fever” is as common as the flu during 
the long cold days of winter.

But once Christmas and New 
Year’s are over, there are still lots of 
opportunities to celebrate, thanks to 
our colorful and varied liturgical year. 
Pick one or two a month and make an 
“event” out of them. Your neighbors 
will all envy your regular revelry!

December 29 is the feast of St. 
Thomas á Becket, an appropriate 

commemoration in 
these days of 
tension between 
religious beliefs 
and secular society. 
St. Thomas was the 
12th-century 
chancellor of 
England under 
Henry II, as well as 
archbishop of 

Canterbury. He clashed with the king 
over the rights and privileges of the 
Church, and was murdered in the 
cathedral by followers of the king in 
1170. If your name is Thomas, he 
would make a great patron. Celebrate 
by renting the movie “Becket,” and 
read more at http://
www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/
becket.htm.

By January 8 you may have put the 
Christmas tree away, but the 
Christmas celebration continues with 
the feast of Epiphany, when the 
Magi or “three kings” arrived at the 
stable as representatives of all the 
Gentiles who would someday follow 
Jesus. If your children or 
grandchildren are young, provide a 
small present for them from the 
kings, or make a king’s cake, with a 
small token baked into it. Whoever 
gets the piece with the token gets to 
wear a crown! Read about Epiphany 
customs around the world here: http://
www.whychristmas.com/customs/
epiphany.shtml.

January 31 is a feast for all of us--
St. John Bosco, patron of our own 

elementary school. St. John was a 
pretty cool guy, 
concerned about the 
many poor or orphan 
children in Italy. He 
taught them their 
catechism using fun 
stories and jokes, and 
also established what 
became the first trade 
schools. Read his 
biography here: http://
www.donboscowest.org/saints/
donbosco.

On February 8 we 
celebrate the feast of 
St. Josephine 
Bahkita, born in 
Sudan in 1869. She 
was the victim of 
kidnapping and 
slavery, who was won 
over to the Catholic 
faith by the example 

of people around her. Read about her 
amazing story here: http://
www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?
saint_id=5601 and discuss with your 
children the implications of social 
injustice as it is found in our society 
today.

We’ve all heard Mary’s title “Our 
Lady of Lourdes,” 
but how many 
remember the details 
of the story of her 
appearance to an 
ignorant peasant girl, 
Bernadette, and the 
many miracles that 
followed afterward? 
Her story also 

reminds us that seeking holiness does 
not guarantee a charmed life free of 
illness or sufferings. It does guarantee 
God’s presence and guidance through 
all things. The feast of Our Lady of 
Lourdes is February 11. Read the 
story of Bernadette and “the beautiful 
Lady” here: http://
www.catholictradition.org/Mary/
lourdes.htm#LOURDES.

Being named “Peter” doesn’t have 
to mean your patron is our first pope. 
February 21 is the feast of St. Peter 
Damian, a reforming 
Benedictine who 
started out as an 
orphan who was 
treated shabbily by 
his own brother. It 
seems to have made 
him compassionate 
toward poor and 
needy people. He 
was concerned that 
people live 
authentically devout lives, and 
devoted his life to reform in the 
church. Read more about him here: 
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/
saint-peter-damian/

 Don’t let Lent sneak up on you! 
March 1 is Ash Wednesday, the day 
Lent begins, but before that day 
arrives, decide for yourself, and talk 
with your children or grandchildren, 
about how 
you’re 
going to 
celebrate 
Lent, and 
what 
you’re 
going to 
do to 
prepare for the grand feast of Easter, 
six weeks later. Make it a special 
liturgical season.

You can find your own liturgical 
reasons to celebrate by checking the 
feasts on our church calendar that’s 
made available each year, and then 
looking up those saints online. It’s a 
good web-surfing project for kids!

Feast days: No chance for cabin fever

Connecting
with

the liturgy

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/becket.htm
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/becket.htm
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/becket.htm
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/becket.htm
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/becket.htm
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/becket.htm
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/epiphany.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/epiphany.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/epiphany.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/epiphany.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/epiphany.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/epiphany.shtml
http://www.donboscowest.org/saints/donbosco
http://www.donboscowest.org/saints/donbosco
http://www.donboscowest.org/saints/donbosco
http://www.donboscowest.org/saints/donbosco
http://www.donboscowest.org/saints/donbosco
http://www.donboscowest.org/saints/donbosco
http://www.catholictradition.org/Mary/lourdes.htm#LOURDES
http://www.catholictradition.org/Mary/lourdes.htm#LOURDES
http://www.catholictradition.org/Mary/lourdes.htm#LOURDES
http://www.catholictradition.org/Mary/lourdes.htm#LOURDES
http://www.catholictradition.org/Mary/lourdes.htm#LOURDES
http://www.catholictradition.org/Mary/lourdes.htm#LOURDES
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-peter-damian/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-peter-damian/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-peter-damian/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-peter-damian/


5

 Ask Fr. Carl
Q:  Will Corpus Christi Parish be hosting the Hispanic Ministry any time soon, and what will that 

involve?

A: I have told the Hispanic community of Door county that we would welcome them here 
at any time for liturgical celebrations or to receive help with other needs they may have, 
and we continue to work with Sr. Letty and others in those areas. They are also welcome 
to move their entire ministry here, but that has to be their choice. In the meantime, we will 
be hosting the Our Lady of Guadalupe celebration again this year. I continue to admire 
their example of devotion to faith and family.

(If you have a question for Fr. Carl Schmitt, email him at frcarl@ccparish.net, or mail it to 25 N. Elgin, 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235.)

CC Camera Connections
Harvest
Festival 

& 
Bazaar

Clockwise from top left: Harvest dinner; Arlene 
Mancheski helps Leslie Cross with a craft purchase; 
buyers inspect silent auction items; Jean Kaczmarek at 
the bake table;  Fr. Carl awards Volunteer of the Year 
award to Bette Sternard; Bill Sauvé and Jackie 
Pierzchalski draw 50/50 winners.

S t e w a r d s h i p 
S a t u r d a y 
included a Mass 
procession with 
m i n i s t r y 
banners, and a 
parish council/
annual meeting 
after Mass.

Opera t ion 
Christmas 
S h o e b o x 
p r o d u c e d 
200 boxes 
for needy 
children. 

Andrew Konop, a 
St. John Bosco 
School student, 
does a great job as 
one of the newest 
cantors for Sunday 
Mass.

St. Annʼs sponsored a 
pilgrimage to Our Lady 
of Good Help. Left, Susie 
Masi and Charlene Vespe 
pray before Mass; right, 
Fr. Carl concelebrates 
the daily Mass. 

Stewardship
Saturday

St. John Bosco School held its annual 
Thanksgiving Mass Nov. 22 with the 
first-graders portraying pilgrims and 
Indians. Left are Amelia Michalski, 
Molly DuBois and Harvey Saindon. Fr. 
Carl engaged them during the homily, 
and they posed for a class picture 
after Mass.

mailto:frcarl@ccparish.net
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Parish office:
office@ccparish.net
743-4716
Fr. Carl Schmitt:
frcarl@ccparish.net
Parish Council
Bill Sauvé, president
bill24@charter.net
Adult Faith Formation:
Penny Biwer
pbiwer@hotmaill.com
Bereavement Ministry:
Contact the office
office@ccparish.net
Bldg & Grnds:
Mark Tlachac
mltlachac@gmail.com
Music Ministry:
Brian Fogarty
bffogarty@gmail.com
Edge & Life Teen:
Sarah Gavin
stgavin25@gmail.com
Genesis: (Grades 1-5):
Penny Biwer

pbiwer@hotmail.com
Extra-Ordinary 
Ministers of Eucharist:
Stephanie Reinhardt
746-9279
bsreinhardt@bcglobal.net
Fellowship:
Brenda Pairolero
bmarie@alumni.nmu.edu
Funeral Luncheons:
Joanne Guilette
495-0516
Funeral Volunteers:
Marianne Woods
mwoods421@gmail.com
Greeters:
Bette Sternard
bettes50@charter.net
Lectors:
Dianne Zirbel
743-2260
Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Monica Sawyn
thsunrise@hotmail.com
Scrip:

Tina Stawicki
tstawicki@charter.net
Servers:
Amy Fogarty
amyfogarty@yahoo.com
St. Ann’s Society:
Terie Johnson, president
tpjohnson8@gmail.com
Ushers:
Steve Partyka
party1160@att.net
Worship Committee:
Fr. Carl Schmitt
frcarl@ccparish.net
Health&Wellness Min.
Lynda Ciganik
cletuspunkrocker@gmail.c
om
Technology committee:
Judy Laessig
jlae126@gmail.com
CC Connections:
Monica Sawyn, editor
thsunrise@hotmail.com
743-6479

Young Adult Ministry
Martha Ranek
msklasen@gmail.com
Care Ministry
Patti Hovde
phovde@charter.net
Special Events
  Steering Committee
Bill Sauvé
bill24@charter.net
Knights of Columbus
Steve Partyka
party1160@att.net
St. John Bosco School
Vickie Dassler, principal
vickie.dassler@johnboscos
chool.org

Contact Us

Corpus Christi Congregation
25 N. Elgin Ave.

Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235-2963
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